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Five master students, one male student 
from Pakistan, four female students 
from each Kazakhstan,Tajikistan, India 
and Pakistan from Aga Khan 
International University (AKU) stayed 
at Academia Arabesca during their 
continued study of the Arabic Language 
at the Lessane Arabic School and as 
part of their Summer Immersion 
Program July 7 to August 3,  2019 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Salim , the director of the language school often came over to Arabesca making mint tea for all of us  
since several other students  and teachers from the same school liked to come to Arabesca to mingle. 

 
Above left: For once all the students together with internship guests from Lessane Arabi school  
in the common room of Dar Gita where all the girls were accommodated on 2 floors with their  
own pantry with fridge, hot water kettle and all the utensils needed for preparing cold meals.  

 
Nousheen was doing remarkable efforts to express herself in the Arabic language.  
Above in conversation with Salim and Gulru during a tea break in the Arabesca patio. 

The 
teacher 
Fatima  
visiting 
Arabesca 
with 2  
French 
lady  
students 
from the 
Lessane 
Arabi 
school  

A Russian 
female 
student  
who also 
stayed at 
Arabesca 
during the 
same 
period as 
the AKU-
students 
receiving 
from Salim 
her 
certificate 
of achieved 
level of the 
Arabic 
language. 



 
 

Full day excursion to  three Valleys in the Atlas Mountains 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 



 
 
Immersion in tourism and feet in the water in a tourist restaurant in the village of Setti Fatima.  
 

 

Since the students 
preferred lunch in a 
tourist restaurant  
instead of with a 
rural family Gita 
initiated a short 
discussion about the 
impact of tourism in 
the rural  and urban 
areas and gave 
some info about the 
multicultural 
Moroccan society  
and language issues 
in the school 
system.  



 

 

 

July 24 ! Fatima Zohras 
10th birthday party. A real 
immersion into local family 
traditions.  
Big portions of several 
different birthday cakes 
were brought back to the 
other students who missed 
the party. 
 



 
Nurila gave a well prepared speech in Arabic  to Fatima Zahra which was very much  
appreciated by her family , relatives and  neighboring  ladies preparing lavish food, 
cakes and tea in the kitchen. This was also a great chance to see the living standard of a middle 
class family in the medina since Anita and Nurila could visit the apartment, and also meet  
and talk to the members of  the family living upstairs.  

 
Before leaving they also had a chance to see and participate in the wild  
dancing so typical among the women of Marrakech.  

 
 

Fatima 
Zahra  
is the 
oldest 
daughter  
of the maid 
Aicha who 
has worked 
at 
Academia 
Arabesca 
for 14 
years. 
 



 

 

Apart from the lecture-demo given by 
Gita  to all the AKU-students about 
traditional Moroccan and other Arab  
garments and their terminology one of 
the  girls  asked to do a photo session 
when her friend from Kazakhstan 
came to visit. Some of their happy 
moments  modelling can be seen in 
these photos.   
 



 
 
  
 
 
   

 

 
Abdelkarim´ s  father Abdelrahman also came up from Casablanca to join us and devoted  la lot of 
time and patience to slowly discuss various subjects in classical Arabic  with the students often 
until late at night  All students appreciated very much to get to know this family. The immersion 
with all these family members in all ages at Arabesca and all the opportunities given to socialize 
with them  and practice conversation in Arabic language thus formed a very positive grand 
finale of the summer immersion program.  

Gita´s best friends in Fes , the 
Arabic language teacher 
Abdelkarim and his wife Lila, a 
family with four children, had 
graciously  offered free 
accommodation and full pension 
to all the AKU students during 
their  individual weekend visits in 
Fes .  To the very left of the photo 
Arabesca´s maid Aicha.  
To return the courtesy of this 
family towards the students Gita 
invited them to stay at Arabesca 
for 4 days towards the end of the 
AKU -program. Since Abdelkrim´s 
teaching program is called Arabic 
Immersion and he is holding a 
diploma as a teacher of Arabic 
language I persuaded Salim to  let 
him teach the last 3 morning 
lessons at the Lessane Arabi 
school which was very  much 
appreciated by the students .   


